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Employee Appreciation Month

Who is your education all-star? #GCSAllStars

In Guilford County Schools, we know it takes a winning team to bring learning to life.
During the month of May, help us celebrate the teachers, administrators, and support
personnel who hit a home run for our students. Who do you see knocking it out of the
park? Tell us about your education all-star on social media using the hashtag
#GCSAllStars or by email at goodnews@gcsnc.com.

Together, GCS employees are batting 1,000!

GCS Board Seeks Public Comment for Revised Traditional
Academic Calendar

The Guilford County Schools Board of Education is seeking public comment on a revised
version of its 2021-2022 traditional academic calendar.

With summer school legislation now signed into law and legislative relief regarding
calendar flexibility unlikely, the district revised the traditional academic calendar. The
revised calendar includes two additional instructional days, for a total of 175 student days.
In addition, the district is seeking feedback on 2021-2022 proposed calendars for the
district’s early/middle colleges and academies and extended-year schools.

The calendars will now be posted for a 20-day public comment period. To share feedback,
please email gcscomments@gcsnc.com. Feedback may also be sent by U.S. mail to
Policy Comments, Guilford County Schools, 712 N. Eugene St., Greensboro, NC 27401.

On June 1 the Board will hold a specially called meeting to approve the calendars.
In addition, staff presented the calendar for the district’s restart schools as an informational
item. The school board approved calendar flexibility for these schools when it approved
the district’s application to the State Board of Education or restart schools.
The calendars out for public comment are currently on the GCS website.

GCS Board Approves 2021-2022 Board Meeting Schedule

The 2021-2022 Meeting Schedule was approved on Tuesday by the Guilford County
Board of Education.
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The schedule includes 21 meetings from July 13, 2021, until June 23, 2022. Board
meetings, retreats, work sessions, and student assignment hearings are included. Each
month has at least one meeting, with most months having two.

View Approved Meeting Schedule

Sixteen Board Policies Out for Public Comment

The Guilford County Schools Board of Education is seeking public feedback on 16 policies
until June 10, 2021.
The policies are:

Policy DC - Budgeting and Fiscal Management
Policy 2000 - Operational Goals of the Board

Policy 2121 - Board Member Conflict of Interest
Policy 2123 - Board Member Orientation and Opportunities for Development

Policy 2200 - Election of Officers/Organization of Board
Policy 2210 - Duties of Officers

Policy 2220 - Official Board of Education Spokesperson
Policy 2230 - Board Committees

Policy 2320 - Compliance with Open Meetings Law
Policy 2321 - Closed Sessions

Policy 2400 - Board Policies
Policy 2410 - Policy Development
Policy 2420 - Adoption of Policies

Policy 2460 - Administration in Policy Absence
Policy 2475 - School Rules

Policy 8210 - Grants and Funding for Special Projects

To share feedback, please email gcscomments@gcsnc.com. Feedback may also be sent
by U.S. mail to Policy Comments, Guilford County Schools, 712 N. Eugene St.,
Greensboro, NC 27401. The board will vote on the policies after a 30-day public comment
period. GCS is working with the North Carolina School Boards Association to review and
update all policies.

Board Approves Budget Request for 2021-22

For the 2021-22 school year, Guilford County Schools is requesting additional county
funds to increase teacher and administrator supplements, maintain or establish a $15-an-
hour base rate of pay for bus drivers and school nutrition workers, pay for increases in
charter school enrollment and other anticipated administrative costs, and restore budget
reductions from the 2020-21 school year.

The local portion of the budget request, approved by the Guilford County Board of
Education at Tuesday’s meeting, will now move to the Board of County Commissioners.
The district is requesting an operating budget of $742,817,282 and a total budget of
$807,342,432, which includes capital expenses and special revenue funds such as school
nutrition. The proposed budget includes a $25 million increase in local operating funds
and a $10 million increase in local funding for capital outlay.

Per state statutes, GCS and other school districts must ask county commissioners for local
funding allocations each year. If approved by the Board of County Commissioners, the
budget request would increase county funding to $238,213,822, excluding capital outlay.
In North Carolina, county governments are responsible for funding school districts’ capital
needs.

With decades of research indicating that highly effective teachers and principals have the
biggest impact on student learning, the budget request would provide funds to make local
pay supplements more competitive.
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Since 2015-2016, GCS has increased its local supplement for teachers by just $36.20 per
year or 3.8%. As a result, educator pay in GCS is losing ground in terms of teacher
recruitment and retention. This year, GCS’ teacher supplement is $4,927 as compared to
$5,614 in Winston-Salem Forsyth County, $7,375 in Durham County, $8,873 in Charlotte-
Mecklenburg County and $8,873 in Wake County. Contreras proposed a five-year plan
that would cost $13.25 million in year one.

The budget request also includes $3.6 million to offset an anticipated state pay increase of
3% for locally paid educators and a 2% pay increase for locally paid support staff as well
as retirement and health insurance rate increases.
County commissioners are also being asked to maintain the $15 per hour minimum for
school bus drivers they approved two years ago but have not fully funded. The proposed
budget also would establish a $15 per hour minimum for child nutrition workers. These
two items total $3.5 million.

Charter school enrollment growth is expected to cost $3.2 million more next year, for a
total impact of $25.7 million annually. The district is also asking county commissioners for
$1.4 million to restore one-time funding cuts made in the wake of the pandemic last year.
These funds would be used to add back 10 of the 20 instructional days of school cut this
year from Allen Jay Prep Academy, Brooks Global Studies and Johnston Street Global
Studies magnet schools.

In addition, the request calls for an additional $10 million in capital outlay funds, which
would be used to address deferred maintenance projects outside of any school bond-
related projects.

The Board of County Commissioners is expected to hold its public hearing on June 3 and
adopt a budget on June 17. Local funding accounts for slightly more than 32% of GCS
total operating budget.

State allocations – which represent 60.5% of GCS’ overall budget – will not be finalized
until the state legislature adopts a budget. While the district expects to receive more
federal stimulus dollars, federal funding currently makes up just 7.4% of the district’s
operating budget.

Guilford County Division of Public Health to Host
7th Grade Immunization Clinics

Guilford County Schools (GCS) is partnering with the Guilford County Division of
Public Health (GCDPH) to host immunization clinics in Greensboro and High Point
for current and upcoming GCS seventh-graders beginning this Saturday, May 15.
North Carolina law requires all incoming seventh graders to receive the Tdap
(Tetanus, Diphtheria, Pertussis) vaccine and the MCV (Measles antigen-containing
vaccines) by the start of their seventh-grade year.
Immunization clinics will be held at the following GCDPH locations:

High Point: 501 East Green Drive, High Point, NC 27260
Greensboro: 1100 East Wendover Avenue, Greensboro, NC 27405

Clinics will be held at both locations on the following schedule:
Saturday, May 15: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Tuesday, May 18: 4 to 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, May 20: 4 to 6:30 p.m.

Appointments should be scheduled by phone at (336) 641-3245.
Parents and guardians should bring their child’s insurance card and immunization
records to their appointment, if available.



School-Based Vaccination Clinics
Beginning on Friday, May 14 

Guilford County Schools has partnered with Cone Health and the Guilford County Division
of Public Health to bring COVID-19 vaccines into communities across Guilford County.
 
The first clinic will be on Friday, May 14 at Andrews High from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Other
clinics will follow at the same time on May 18th, 19th and 21st at High Point Central,
Southwest and Ragsdale High respectively. These four clinics will be in partnership with
Cone Health and will be open to the community and students 14 years and older with
parent permission. To register, families should call 336-890-1188.
 
On May 22nd, Andrews High will host another COVID-19 vaccination clinic from 10 a.m.



until 2 p.m. This clinic will be in partnership with the Guilford County Division of Public
Health. To register for the clinic go to www.GuilfordVaccination.com or call 336-641-7944.
 
“We are proud to partner with Cone Health and the Guilford County Division of Public
Health on this effort,” says Superintendent Sharon L. Contreras. “We know transportation
can be a barrier for some, especially in our more rural locations, so this is one way we can
make it easier for our community to have access to COVID-19 vaccines and bring us
closer to the end of this pandemic.”
 
Students under the age of 18 will need a signed permission slip, available from their
schools. More information for these clinics can be found here and here.
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May is Mental Health Awareness Month: Check out the
GPA and GCS Health Services Mental Health Series

To help families stay mentally and emotionally healthy, GPA teams with the GCS Health
Services and Nursing department offering a mental health experience. The virtual
workshop series, “Coping in Crisis: Mind, Body and Action,” continues. Families can learn
how to identify, understand and respond to signs of addictions and mental illnesses.  
 
The “Coping in Crisis: Mind, Body & Action” experience includes the following topics: 

 
May 11: Self-Care 

May 12: Trauma-Informed Care 
May 19: Red Flags/Warning Signs-Virtual Learning 



May 26: Coping Skills after Traumatic Experiences 
June 2: Coping Skills after Traumatic Experiences 

Register Now

     

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=H_vimqLeQ0yBlHYk_LuzDEeonKkN295Lqmrj2EMlpURUME00ODhOM0Q2TUhYMU9KVVgzNzdDN1haVy4u
https://www.facebook.com/GCSLMS/
https://twitter.com/ChristinekClark
https://www.linkedin.com/company/guilford-county-school-system/about/

